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Mr. MCNERNEY, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, 
Messrs. HOYER, GALLEGO, LARSON 
of Connecticut, VEASEY, JOHNSON of 
Georgia, and CARBAJAL changed their 
vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Messrs. FITZGERALD, WALTZ, 
WESTERMAN and MOONEY changed 
their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the motion to adjourn was re-
jected. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 
RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS 
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LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, as you 
know, as a result of COVID–19 and our 
discussions with the Capitol physician, 
we have organized voting in a way that 
we have seven different segments at 5- 
minute intervals so that a limited 
number of Members will vote in every 
5-minute segment. That is obviously 

designed to keep us as safe as possible, 
our staffs as safe as possible, so we get 
off the floor, and they have to be on 
the floor. 

This vote that we just had was about 
1 hour and 5 minutes. Obviously, if you 
take seven segments at 5 minutes a 
segment, that is 35 minutes. We have 
added another 5 minutes for people who 
missed their segment, which would be 
40 minutes. We are starting to average 
20, 25, 30, 35 minutes beyond that 40 
minutes. 

Therefore, I wanted to announce to 
every Member that I will be recom-
mending that we close votes 45 minutes 
after they start. Bang. 

Now, I will tell my side—which prob-
ably has this responsibility more than 
the other side because we use proxies 
more than you do—that if you hold a 
proxy, not only do you have a responsi-
bility to yourself to vote in a timely 
fashion, but if you miss the vote, act-
ing in a fiduciary capacity for another 
Member who can’t be here because of 
health-related issues, and you do not 
vote, that will not be a happy situa-
tion. 

So I want you to know, I am going to 
be talking to the Speaker—I have al-
ready talked to her—that 45 minutes 
after that first bell rings I want the 
gavel to come down. And, hopefully, we 
will all recognize when the bell rings 
that we will have to vote in the next 45 
minutes. Now, that cannot be a real 
burden on anybody. Cannot. 

It is simply that we look to see how 
many people have voted—oh, well, 
there are 20 people out, so I don’t have 
to worry, and that is after we have 
gone by the 40 minutes. 

Madam Speaker, I am going to send 
out a notice on this as well, and I want 
to confirm with the Speaker, but I 
know, having talked to the Speaker 
numerous times about this issue, that 
she shares my view that if we are going 
to run this institution with respect to 
one another— DON YOUNG didn’t come 
on this vote. DON YOUNG is the fa-
mous—call it on time. 

I want every Member to understand, 
this is not to penalize anybody. It is, 
however, to try to run this institution 
in a way that Members’ time, which is 
valuable, is respected, and we simply 
don’t waste it waiting around for one 
or two or five or six other people to 
come. I do not cast aspersions. Some-
times it is hard to get here on time, 
particularly if you have done some-
thing and you are in some other place. 

Madam Speaker, I appreciate the 
time. I will be talking to the Speaker. 
I will notify everybody when that is 
going to be implemented. It may be im-
plemented as soon as today, and we 
will be sending out a notice. And, by 
the way, everybody I talked to agrees 
with this. 

f 

b 1330 

EQUALITY ACT 

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to House Resolution 147, I call up 
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